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the tests is carried out, not only with pupils, but with parents,
by the staff, by members of the Young Communist League, and
by Pioneer organisations, so that there is created an atmosphere
of co-operation on all sides. It is impressed on both pupils and
parents that tests " are a weapon in the struggle for improved
work and for the acquisition of exact knowledge essential to the
building of the Socialist State." The tests thus assume a social
significance and, though there is still a thrill and an excitement
about them, as I found was the case in a school when I happened
to be present during test-time, there is no evidence of examina-
tion strain. Even so, very nervous children whose work is satis-
factory may,, on the recommendation of the doctor, be promoted
without taking the tests. Children who are ill during test-time
may sit for them in the autumn term. Backward children may
also have an extra term, and these are to be helped during the
summer vacation by the teacher. Where backwardness is due to
ill health or a state of nerves the pupil may stay a second year
in the same form. These are ordered very quiet and restful
summer holidays.
The questions are set according to the ability of each indi-
vidual pupil, the clever being tested more severely than the
ordinary, and it is the weak points, rather than the strong
points, on which questions are set. There is no unfairness about
this, as the tests are only set to discover the stage reached by
each pupil and no scholarships or prizes depend on the results.
Prizes are given for a certain standard reached, and the differ-
entiation in examination makes it possible for the less clever but
hard-working pupil to receive a prize and be encouraged to
further effort,
In primary schools the last ten days of the year, and in
secondary schools the last twenty days, are given up to tests.
In the latter case there must be a break in the middle of one
to two days. Only one subject, either oral or written, may be
tested in a day. No lessons are taken during the test-period, the
free time being occupied with music and physical culture.
Classes 1 and 2 are not given tests. Promotion here takes